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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

DAY  OF  MEETING  — Last  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  7 p.m. 


CHAIRMAN  : 
Councillor  T.  Morse. 


MEMBERS  : 


Councillor  T.  Powell: 

Councillor  Miss  A.  M.  Meredith. 
Councillor  W.  Lawrence. 
Councillor  John  Morgan. 
Councillor  J.  Lynch. 

Councillor  L.  J.  Scourfield. 


Councillor  C.  Edwards. 
Councillor  G.  R.  Pritchard. 
Councillor  D.  Rees  Jones. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Morris. 
Councillor  Mrs.  S.  Morgan. 


EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS  : 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  : Councillor  S.  Wilcox. 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  : Councillor  J.  Williams. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1949. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . . . . . . . . Daniel  Richards. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  . . . . . . . . Daniel  Lewis 

Trevor  Walters. 
John  F.  Jones. 

Clerks  ..  ..  ..  . . N.  P.  Jones. 

D.  R.  Williams. 

E.  S.  Evans. 

VV.  J.  Bureau. 


(Temporary) 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  ABERDARE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officer  s Order  of 
1926,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  third  annual  report  on 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district,  and  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  together  with  the  vital  and  other  statistics  for  the  year 
1949. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  ; 


Area  (in  acres) 

Census  population  (1931) 

Registrar- General’s  Estimated  Population 

Birth  Rate 

Crude  Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Diarrhoea  Death  Rate  (under  2 years) 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Phthisis) 

Phthisis  Death  Rate 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  Death  Rate  . . 
Cancer  Death  Rate 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


16,183, 

48,751 

40,800 

14.9. 

15.7. 

51.0. 

.07. 

.51. 

.58. 

.09. 

1.7.. 

£161,293. 

£585. 


DEATHS. 


Deaths  that  actually  occurred  in  the  district  . . . . 564 

Local  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  . . . . 96 

660 

Residents  of  other  districts  who  died  in  Aberdare  . . . . 18 

Corrected  No.  of  deaths  . . ...  . . 642 


i Six  hundred  and  forty-two  deaths  occurred  among  local  residents 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  15.7. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  for  England  & Wales  for  the  year  1949 
For  the  126  Great  Towns 
For  the  148  Smaller  Towns 
For  London 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  51  as  compared  with  32  for 
England  and  Wales. 


11.7 

12.5 

11.6 
12.2 


The  rate  for  the  County  of  Glamorgan  was  40,  for  the  Glamorgan 
Urban  Districts  42,  and  for  the  Glamorgan  Rural  Districts  36. 


Subjoined  will  be  found  the 
districts  : — 

Barry 
Bridgend 
Caerphilly 
Maesteg 
Mountain  Ash 


rates  for  some  of  the  larger  Glamorgan 


28 

Neath  Borough 

. . 43 

32 

Neath  Rural 

. . 41 

58 

Pontypridd 

. . 41 

48 

Port  Talbot 

. . 56 

46 

Rhondda 

. . 43 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M 

F 

Total 

All  Causes 

..  353 

289 

642 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  .. 

. . — 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System.  . 

14 

10 

24 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

4 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

9.  Influenza 

4 

3 

7 

10.  Measles  ... 

— 

1 

1 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Acuto  Infectious  Encephalitis  i 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  cav.  and  Oesoph.  (M)  uterus  (F)  2 

7 

9 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

14 

4 

18 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

3 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

. . 27 

16 

43 

17.  Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

. . 34 

45 

79 

1 9.  Heart  Diseases 

. . 114 

112 

226 

20.  Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 

5 

14 

21.  Bronchitis 

..  23 

10 

33 

22.  Pneumonia 

5 

5 

10 

23.  Other  Respiratory  diseases 

. . 20 

1 

21 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

, . 5 

— 

5 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

3 

26.  Appendicitis 

3 

— 

3 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  . . 

3 

4 

7 

28.  Nephritis 

4 

4 

8 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  . . 

. . — 

— 

— — 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

. . — 

— 

— - 

3 1 . Premature  Birth 

6 

8 

14 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 

lnfantilo  diseases. . 8 

7 

15 

33.  Suicides 

3 

1 

4 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

..  11 

4 

15 

36.  All  other  causes 

..  36 

28 

64 

BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was 
609  (289  males  and  320  females),  the  rate  per  1,000  being  14.9  as 


compared  with  17.2  for  1948. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 16.7 

For  the  126  Greater  Towns  . . 18.7 

For  the  148  Smaller  Towns  . . 18.0 

For  London  . . 18.5 


The  legitimate  birth  rate  per  1,0C0  of  the  population  was  14.4  and 
the  illegitimate  0.5. 

The  still-birth  rate  per  1,000  births  was  18.0 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

There  were  22  illegitimate  births  and  3 deaths  occurred  among  these 
children. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  864  notifications  were  received,  and  were  made  up  as 
follows  : — 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  2 ; Acuto  Poliomyelitis  1 ; Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis  5 ; Diphtheria  6 ; Dysentery  16  ; Encephalitis  Lethargica  1 ; 
Erysipelas  11  ; Food  Poisoning  2 ; Measles  456  ; Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
2 ; Pneumonia  33  ; Puerperal  Pyrexia  5 ; Scarlet  Fever  173  ; and 
Whooping  Cough  151. 

Of  these  the  following  cases  were  withdrawn  : — 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  1 ; Acute  Poliomyelitis  1 ; Cerebro-spinal 
Meningitis  1 ; Diphtheria  5 ; Dysentery  1 ; and  Encephalitis  Lethargica  1. 

ADMISSIONS  TO  MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MERTHYR. 

During  the  year,  2 cases  of  Acute  Polioencephalitis,  3 of  Acute 
Poliomyelitis,  7 of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  6 of  Diphtheria,  1 of 
Dysentery,  1 of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  4 of  Measles,  3 of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  47  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  5 of  Whooping  Cough  were  removed 
to  the  abovo  Hospital. 

Aggregate  number  of  days  spent  by  patients  in  Hospital  . . 2,187. 

Number  of  Patients  admitted  . . . . . . 79 

Average  number  of  days  per  Patient  . . . . , . 27.6. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1949. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  WARD. 

No.  of  No. 
cases  re- 
with-  moved 


Ward  Ward  Ward 

Ward  Ward 

drawn  to 

Disease 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

hospital 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

3 

Cerebro -Spinal 

Meningitis.  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

1 

7 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

6 

5 

6 

Dysentery 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

4 

— 

— 

4 

11 

' 

Food  Poisoning 

. 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Measles 

. 171 

42 

56 

18 

169 

456 

— 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

. 19 

8 

1 

3 

2 

33 

— 

■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. 2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

' 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

. 57 

27 

14 

27 

48 

173 

— 

47 

Whooping  Cough 

. 70 

33 

17 

11 

20 

151 

— 

5 

Totals 

346 

117 

90 

60 

251 

864 

10 

79 

PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  only  one  confirmed  caso  occurred 
in  the  area.  This  is  directly  attributable  to  the  great  success  of  the 
immunisation  campaign  during  the  past  10  years. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  173,  an  increase  of  104  on  the 
previous  year.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  typo  and  no  deaths  occurred. 


MEASLES. 

456  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  compared  with  llo  in  1J4S 
and  527  in  1947.  Only  4 cases  woro  admitted  to  Hospital  and  one 

death  occurred.  The  disease  is  usually  more  prevalant  every  second 

year. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

115  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  compared  with  44  in 
1948  and  102  in  1947.  Five  cases  wore  admitted  to  Hospital  and  no 
deaths  occurred. 

PNEUMONIA. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  33,  a decrease  of  23  on  the 
previous  year.  10  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  and  the  death 
rate  per  1,0C0  population  was  0.24. 

DYSENTERY. 

15  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  and  one  was  removed  to 
Hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  at  the  new  Housing  site  at 
Penywaun,  but  investigations  failed  to  elicit  the  source  of  infection. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Only  2 cases  were  recorded  during  the  year.  One  was  attributed  to 
the  ingestion  of  Cod’s  Roe  and  the  other  to  a Duck  Egg,  both  of  which 
were  found  to  be  infected  with  Salmonella  typhi  murium  organisms. 

INFLUENZA. 

Seven  deaths  were  caused  by  Influenza — slightly  less  than  in  1948. 
The  death  rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.17,  as  compared  with  0.15 
for  England  & Wales,  0.15  for  the  great  towns,  0.14  for  the  smaller 
towns,  and  0.11  for  London. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

During  the  year  5 cases  were  notified.  3 occurrod  at  Domiciliary 
confinements  and  2 at  Institutional  confinements. 

POLIOMYELITIS  AND  POLIOENCEPHALITIS. 

The  district  was  very  fortunate  in  that  only  one  confirmed  case 
occurred,  with  no  fatalities.  The  incidence  in  the  rest  of  the  country 
was  fairly  high. 

/ 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Four  cases  were  confirmed — the  first  since  1946. 

TUBERCULAR  MENINGITIS. 

No  easos  of  Tubercular  Meningitis  wore  notified  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in 
1949  was  62,  a reduction  of  4 on  the  figures  for  1948.  The  number  of 
deaths  shows  an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  over  the  past 
10  years,  and  it  can  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a gradual  decline 
in  the  number  of  cases  notified  since  the  peak  years  1943-1944. 


CASES  NOTIFIED.  DEATHS. 


Respiratory. 

Other 

Forms. 

Rospiratory. 

Other 

Forms. 

1940 

68 

15 

30 

4 

1941 

73 

15 

34 

2 

1942 

60 

17 

20 

6 

1943 

79 

22 

26 

4 

1944 

85 

14 

30 

5 

1 945 

63 

14 

17 

1 

1946 

64 

13 

24 

2 

1947 

62 

8 

23 

4 

1948 

57 

9 

17 

1 

1949 

50 

12 

24 

4 

The  sub-joined  table,  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  gives  the 
age  and  sex  distribution  of  persons  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
and  of  those  who  died  from  it. 


NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Ago  Periods 
0 
1 
5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  Plus  . . 


M 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 
2 
6 
3 

5 
2 
0 

23 


F 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

3 

G 

9 

2 

1 

0 

27 


M F 
0 0 
1 1 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 
1 1 
2 1 
0 0 
1 0 
0 2 

6 6 


DEATHS. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 
M F M F 

0 0 0 0 

0 10  1 

0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 

0 10  0 

2 0 0 0 

15  0 0 

3 0 0 0 

2 2 0 0 

4 10  1 

2 0 10 

14  10  1 3 


Totals  . . 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Urban  District  of  Aberdaro  is  derived  from 
seven  sources.  In  six  of  these  the  water  is  treated,  i.c.,  filtered  and 
chlorinated,  but  is  untreated  in  the  remaining  source.  In  general,  the 
raw  water  from  all  sources  is  of  an  upland  surfaco  type  and  soft  in 
character. 


TREATED  SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  NANTHIR  RESERVOIR. 

Situated  at  Cwm  Nant  Hir,  about  four  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
town  of  Aberdare,  and  has  a capacity  of  40  million  gallons.  The 
gathering  ground  consists  of  470  acres  and  the  normal  yield  is  sufficient 
for  present  demands  except  in  times  of  extreme  drought.  However,  tho 
mechanical  filters  are  insufficient  to  treat  adequately  the  water  for  tho 
existing  demand.  The  water  passes  through  a soda-ash  plant  and  is 
then  treated  by  sulphate  of  alumina  and  lime,  in  addition  of  course,  to 
sterilisation  by  chlorine.  The  Nanthir  and  Nantmoel  reservoirs  supply 
Llwydcood,  Abernant,  Cwmbach,  Trecynon  and  Abercwmboi. 


2.  NANTMOEL  RESERVOIR. 

Situated  at  Cwm  Nant  Melyn  and  has  a capacity  of  07  million 
gallons.  The  normal  yield  is  sufficient  for  present  demands,  but  will 
be  inadequate  to  meet  tho  demands  of  proposed  housing  development. 
The  mechanical  filters  are  insufficient  to  treat  adequately  the  existing 
demand  of  water. 


3.  BWLLFA  RESERVOIR. 

Situated  in  tho  Bwllfa-Cwmdare  area  south-west  of  Aberdare  and 
has  a capacity  of  7 million  gallons.  Tho  water  is  conveyed  by  pipes 
to  the  Graig  storage  ponds,  passed  through  slow  gravity  sand  filters  and 
then  chlorinated.  The  filters  are  insufficient  to  treat  the  water 
adequately  for  existing  demands,  and  it  has  been  rocommendcd  that 
either  the  filtering  area  be  increased  or  that  they  be  replaced  by  Pressuro 
filters.  This  reservoir  supplies  the  Town,  Cndlys  and  part  of  the 
Blaongwawr  district. 
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4.  PWLLFA  RESERVOIR. 

This  is  a brick  storage  tank  with  a capacity  of  300,000  gallons, 
which  provides  30  days’  storage.  However,  when  used  to  supplement 
the  Aman  Fach  reservoir,  the  storage  is  reduced  to  3 days.  The  tank 
is  situated  in  a hollow  of  the  Ffaldau  and  Coedcae  mountains  and 
supplies  the  Llanwonno  Road  area,  the  lower  end  of  Cwmaman  and  the 
upper  part  of  Godreaman  with  filtered  and  chlorinated  water. 

5.  NANT  AMAN  FACH  RESERVOIR. 

This  is  a reinforced  concrete  tank  with  a capacity  of  100,000  gallons. 
The  daily  demand  is  approximately  110,000  gallons  and  in  times  of  slight 
drought  it  has  to  be  supplemented  from  the  Pwllfa  reservoir,  thereby 
reducing  the  storage  capacity  of  the  latter  to  about  3 days.  The  water 
is  derived  from  the  Aman  Fach  brook,  is  mechanically  filtered  and 
chlorinated,  and  is  the  main  supply  of  Cwmaman. 

'6.  TAFF  FECHAN  WATER  BOARD  SUPPLY. 

This  supply  is  derived  from  three  reservoirs,  namely  : the  Upper 
Neuadd  with  a capacity  of  340  million  gallons  ; the  Lower  Neuadd  with 
a capacity  of  74  million  gallons  ; and  the  Taff  Fechan  with  a capacity 
of  3,400  million  gallons.  These  reservoirs  are  situated  in  the  Brecon 
Beacons  and  are  controlled  by  the  Taft  Fechan  Water  Board,  which  is 
responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the  water.  The  Hirwaun  and  Cwmdare 
districts  receive  their  water  from  this  source  via  a service  reservoir 
situated  at  Pengelli. 

UNTREATED  SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  BLAEXNANTYGROES  TANK. 

Upland  surface  water  drains  into  this  brick  tank  from  the 
Blaennant.ygroes  mountain,  and  supplies  a small  section  of  Cwmbach. 
The  water  from  this  tank  is  neither  filtered  nor  chlorinated  and  in  1948 
a scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


2.  BRYN HYFRYD  TANK. 

All  the  houses  receiving  water  from  this  tank  were  placod  on  the 
mains  early  in  1948  and  the  use  of  tho  tank  discontinued. 

Population  without  piped  supplies  . . . . 500 
Population  supplied  by  standpipes  ..  ..  12 


15 


* 

A table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  tests  is  given  below  : 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  274  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  following  table  givos  a summarised 
report  of  the  Analyst  on  these  samples. 

Results  of  Bacteriological  Tests 


Source  of 
Supply 

Number  ol 
samples 
taken 

Satis- 

factory 

Suspicious 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Contam- 

inated 

NANTHIR  RESERVOIR 

Raw 

23 

8 

7 

8 

— 

Filtered  . . 

23 

20 

— 

3 

— 

NANTMOEL  RESERVOIR 

Raw 

23 

12 

5 

6 

— 

Filtered  . . 

23 

20 

— 

3 

— 

GRAIG  RESERVOIR 

Raw 

. 

23 

6 

3 

14 

— 

Filtored  . . 

. • 

22 

20 

— 

2 

— 

PWLLFA  RESERVOIR 

Raw 

22 

7 

6 

9 

— 

Filtered  . . 

. 

22 

16 

— 

6 

— 

NANTAMANFACH  RESERVOIR 
Raw 

22 

8 

4 

10 



Filtered  . . 

. . 

22 

19 

— 

3 

— 

NEUADD  RESERVOIR 

Filtered 

. . 

22 

14 

1 

7 

— 

BLAENNANTYGROES  TANK 

23 

7 

3 

13 

— 

BRYNHYFRYD  TANK  . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

BRYNHYFRYD CANTEEN 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

.. 

274 

161 

29 

84 

— 

The  results  of  these  samples 

are  reasonably  satisfactory 

when 

it 

is 

considered  that  we  had  a severe 

drought  during  the 

summer. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVER  CYNON. 

A complete  survey  of  the  River  Cynon,  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Aberdare  Urban  District,  was  made  during  the  summer  by  two  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  in  order  to  discover  the  extent  and  sources  of 
the  various  pollutions  contaminating  the  river.  It  is  hoped  to  obtain 
the  co-operation  of  those  responsible  for  the  various  pollutions  so  that  a 
relatively  clean  river  may  once  more  bo  made  available  to  the 
community. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919, 

AND  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

During  the  year,  work  on  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was 
continued  under  the  N.S.  21  Scheme,  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  (Infestation  Division).  Four  Rodent  Operators  are  employed 
full  time  by  the  Council.  Undoubtedly  much  improvement  has  been 
brought  about  through  the  continued  persistent  efforts  made  to  reduce 
the  Rat  Population,  and  much  money  is  being  spent  by  local  tradesmen, 
etc.,  in  rendering  their  premises  rat-proof,  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  majority  of  the  business  people  of  the  area  co-operate  fully 
with  u 3 in  our  efforts  to  keep  the  Shopping  Centre  of  the  Town  under 
control. 

The  Operators  also  carried  out  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the 
Sewers  in  the  area  during  the  year,  and  working  on  the  formula  of  the 
Ministry,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  11,176  rats  killed  during  the 
two  sewer  treatments. 

Particulars  of  the  other  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  will 
be  found  below. 


Number  of  Hospitals  treated 

„ ,,  School  Cooking  Kitchens  treated 

,,  „ Schools  „ 

„ Railway  Station  Goods  Yards  „ 

„ Other  Business  Promises  „ 

„ L.A.  Premises  „ 

„ Dwelling  Houses  ,, 

Grand  Total 


1 

6 

3 

2 

58 

7 

860 

937 


RAT  BAITS. 


Total  No. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Estimated 

of 

of 

of  Com- 

of 

of 

number  of 

Prebaits 

laid 

poison 

Baits 

plete  and 
Good  Takes 

Small 

Takes 

No  Takes 

Rats 

killed 

44,252 

9,050 

4,710 

1,964 

2,376 

37,630 

MICE  BAITS. 

Total  number  of  Mice  Baits  laid — 9,750. 
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HOUSING. 

Below  you  will  find  a table  of  the  1,232  applicants  (divided  into 
Tenants  and  Sub-Tenants)  for  Council  Houses  at  the  31st  December,  1949. 


TENANTS. 


Ward 

With  3 
or  more 
Children 

With  1 
With  2 Child 

Children  over  10 

With  1 
Child 
under  10 

With  no 
Children 

T.B. 

Totals 

1. 

31 

31 

7 

9 

9 

3 

90 

2. 

13 

12 

3 

9 

4 

1 

42 

3. 

12 

12 

3 

3 

2 

2 

34 

4. 

18 

11 

1 

3 

5 

2 

40 

5. 

32 

17 

7 

4 

7 

6 

73 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

106 

83 

21 

28 

27 

14 

279 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 

12 

48 

SUB-TENANTS. 
17  99 

64 

7 

247 

2. 

5 

26 

13 

60 

46 

1 

151 

3. 

4 

19 

13 

59 

40 

3 

138 

4. 

6 

30 

9 

64 

31 

3 

143 

5. 

15 

72 

10 

119 

53 

5 

274 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

195 

62 

401 

234 

19 

953 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tenants  279. 

Sub-Tenants 

953.  Total  1,232. 

■ 

At  the  31st  December,  1949,  the  total  number  of  houses  occupied 
at  the  new  Penywaun  site  was  370,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Brick  Steel  Bungalows  Concrete  Total 

116  96  138  20  370 

The  Council  are  concerned  that  their  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
new  houses  should  proceed  with  all  possible  speed,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  number  of  houses  to  be  provided  in  1950  will  at  least  treble  those 
provided  in  1949. 

NEW  HOUSES  ALLOCATED  IN  1949. 

Brick  Steel  Bungalows  Concrete  Total 

16  — — 20  36 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

During  the  year  302  houses  were  repaired  as  the  result  of  interviews 
with  owners  and  the  serving  of  Formal  and  Informal  notices. 

Details  of  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  the  summary  of  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1033. 

Twenty-four  licences  were  issued  to  butchers  authorising  them  to 
slaughter  animals  under  the  above  Act. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  Slaughterhouse  is  under  the  management  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  serves  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  areas.  The  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  18,636.  All  the  carcases 
were  examined  and  details  of  the  inspections  made  are  indicated  bolow. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 


Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

906 

961 

764 

15.836 

169 

Number  inspected 

906 

961 

764 

15,836 

169 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

208 

351 

28 

703 

5 

Percentages  of  the  numbers 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis . . 

22.95 

36.83 

3.06 

4.52 

2.95 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

18 

2 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

57 

269 

— 

— 

5 

Percentages  of  the  numbers 
inspected  affected  w i t h 
tuberculosis. . 

6.73 

29.86 

.20 

4.14 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Food  of  the  above  description  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  amounted  to  19  tons  17  cwts.  The  amount  condemned  at 
the  Slaughterhouse  was  37,364  lbs.,  which  consisted  of  : — 


Beef. . 

15,363 

lbs 

Beef  Offal 

• • 

17,626 

99 

Veal. . 

• • 

74 

99 

Veal  Offal 

101 

•9 

Mutton 

• • 

670 

99 

Mutton  Offal 

3,275 

99 

Pork 

• • 

141 

99 

Pork  Offal 

114 

99 

37,364 

99 

Miscellaneous 

articles 

of 

food  condemned  in  stores, 

shops,  etc. 

7,100 

99 

TOTAL 

.. 

44,464 

99 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  qualitative 
analysis  was  243,  comprising  194  milks  and  49  of  other  foods  and  drugs. 

Of  the  243  samplos  examined,  19  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory,  being  7.8  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  reports  on  the  adulterated  samples  and  the  result  of  the  action 
taken  are  as  indicated  below  : — 


No.  of 

Formal 

or 

Nature  of 
adulturation 

Sample 

Article 

Informal 

or  irregularity 

Action  Taken 

A. 22. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  4 p.c. 

Producer/Retailer 

warned. 

A. 32. 

Sausages. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Moat 
40  p.c. 

Case  dismissed  due 
to  a legal  technic- 
ality. 

71.  A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  12  p.c. 

Taken  on  behalf  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health. 

A.7^. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  5 p.c. 

Producer/Retailer 

warned. 

A. 77. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  3 p.c. 

Produeer/Retailer 

warned. 

81. A. 

Barley 

Pudding 

Mixture. 

Informal. 

Infested  with  Meal 
Mites. 

Consignment 

condemned. 

95. A. 

Condensed  Informal. 

Skimmed 

Milk 

(Sweetened). 

Thickened  and  dis- 
coloured. Portion 
of  protein 
denatured. 

Affected  tins 
condemned. 

A.  109. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  9 p.c. 

Producer/Retailer 

warned. 

A.  136. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  13  p.c. 

Retailer  warned. 

A. 141. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Deficient  in  Milk 
Fat,  9 p.c. 

Produeer/Retailer 

warned. 

2] 
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132.  A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Contained  added 
water,  8 p.c. 

150.  A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Contained  added 
water,  22  p.c. 

151.  A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Contained  added 
water,  22  p.c. 

152. A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Contained  added 
water,  14  p.c. 

154. A. 

Milk. 

Informal. 

Contained  added 
water,  16  p.c. 

A. 186. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Contained  added 
water,  24  p.c. 

A. 188. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Contained  added 
water,  16  p.c. 

A. 189. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Contained  added 
water,  24  p.c. 

A. 187. 

Milk. 

Formal. 

Contained  added 
water  13  p.c.,  also 
deficient  in  Milk 
Fat  12  p.c. 

All  from  one 
- Producer. 

Prosecuted  and 
Fined  £27-7-0. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Three  licences  were  issued  to  establishments  for  the  production  of 
pasteurised  milk,  and  seven  dealers’  licences  were  issuod  to  retailers  of 
pasteurised  milk.  Forty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  two  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Six  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Five  were  found  to  bo  satisfactory  and  one 
was  broken  in  transit. 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  36  herds  of  milching  cows  in  the 
district  for  examination  for  tuborcle  bacilli,  and  all  were  found  to  bo 
satisfactory. 


NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING— ADVISORY  SCHEME. 


Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  behalf  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  results  of  the  examinations 
are  indicated  below. 

202  samples  wero  placed  in  Category  A. 
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11  91  91 


B. 


11 


23 


ft 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

There  are  27  producers  and  25  producer-retailers  of  milk  on  the 
register.  Of  those,  7 are  producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  4 
Accredited  milk.  In  addition,  there  are  25  retailers  of  milk  in  the 
district. 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1949. 
Tho  registration  of  Dairy  Farmers  and  Dairy  Farms  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  while  tho 
registration  of  milk  distributors  and  other  dairy  premises  remained  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  a 
Civic  Service  Exhibition  on  Food  Hygione  was  held  at  the  Memorial 
Hall,  Aberdare,  during  the  15th — 19th  March,  1949.  Film  Shows  were 
given  and  the  various  exhibits  included  sections  on  Milk  Pasteurisation, 
Water  Purification,  Rodent  Control,  Ice-cream  Production,  and  com- 
parisons between  Clean  and  Dirty  Shops  and  Larders. 

A series  of  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Scott  Thomson,  m.d., 
m.r.g.p.e.,  d.p.h.,  of  the  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Cardiff,  to  all 
key  personnel  of  Food  Establishments  in  the  district. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected 
Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-visited 
Number  of  notices  served — preliminary 
Number  of  notices  served — statutory 
Number  of  houses  repaired 
Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  . . 

Closetscleansed  or  repaired 

Flushing  tanks  renewed 

New  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired 

Defective  walls  repaired  . . 

Defective  chimneys  repaired 

Defective  ceilings  repaired 
Defective  floors  repaired 
Defective  doors  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  ovens  renewed 
New  eaves-gutters  and  downpipes  fixed 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 
Other  nuisances  abated 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  examination.  . 
Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Number  of  samplos  taken  for  Food  and  Drugs  . . 
Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected 
Number  of  infectious  disease  cases  investigated  . . 


. . 18G5 

..  4116 

. . 308 

162 
. . 302 

75 
47 
50 
14 
108 
296 
223 
. . 143 

141 
157 

..  122 
214 
169 
69 

. . 257 

57 
20 

. . 537 

. . 464 

243 

..  220 
. . 252 


DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease 
Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam 

Number  of  articles  destroyed 

Number  of  articles  disinfested  


242 

2637 

118 

60 


DRAIN  TESTING. 

Number  of  old  drains  te-sted  . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Number  found  defective  . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Numbor  of  drains  relaid  . . . . . . . . . . 44 

FACTORIES. 

Numbor  on  Register  . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Number  of  outworkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . . . . . . . . 404 

Defects  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . . . . . . . . 76 

Defects  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  on  Register  . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . . . . . . . . 248 

Defects  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . g 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  . . . . . . 18,636 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . . . . 18,636 

Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse  . . . . 37,364  lbs. 

Other  foods  7,100  lbs 


D.  RICHARDS, 

(Senior  Sanitary  Inspector). 
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